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History of Casino in the USA

     Nowadays, on the territory of the United States, the online casino games are restricted in many states, but at the same time, the participation of online gamblers and their availability are increasing. So, only in 2006, $92.27 billion was the real revenue that USA obtained due to all forms of gambling activities. 

     The popular games of chances appeared first within the British American colonies. British people used to take advantage of lotteries in order to raise their revenues or to invest in the establishment of many secondary schools. This way, the restriction of lotteries in 1769 created real tensions between colonies and Great Britain. Nevertheless, lotteries were enjoying a real success in many American states and New Orleans was at the time, the nation's leading gambling center. Unfortunately, the legal pressures on gambling activities created lots of possibilities for illegal operations.  

     An important moment in the history of gambling in the USA is the Gold Rush era in the city of San Francisco by the 1850s. But because California supported a rough policy of gambling, its practice went slowly down. 

     By the end of the 19th century, during the reconstruction era, all the forms of gambling revived for a short period of time. Soon after, the games of chances became largely illegal throughout the United States – they helped a lot to spur the implementation of organized crime and mafia within all the American states. Only around the beginning of the 20th century, the gambling was declared unofficially a way of life for most all western states' governments. Then came the prohibition era when the mafia and the organized crime blossomed in the USA. Even towns like Miami or Texas that declared themselves anti-gamblers became the leading American centers in games of chances, attracting tourists from all over the world. During this period, the starring gangsters became very rich from casinos and other forms of gambling. When legal pressures tried to stop their activities, they searched other more tolerant towns where to prosper.

     The legalization of gambling in Nevada, in 1909, was a direct consequence to the stock market crash, as all the forms of gambling were providing a real source of revenue for this state. Investors began purchasing legally many hotels and casinos, and this contributed to reducing significantly the organized crime. Louisiana, Illinois, Michigan and many other states legalized riverboat casinos. Gambling was a fact of life in many mining towns, as Carson City too. By 1910, the Anti-Gambling League of Reno had forced the legislators to outlaw games of chance. 

     However, in the late 20th century, all casino games found their homologous in online gambling and nowadays the online casino represent a huge market that creates huge revenues, not only for the United Stated, but also for the rest of the countries of the world.
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